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The goal of this interactive, discussion-based panel is to present how integration of research in 
the classroom can be successfully conceptualized, implemented, and harnessed to achieve 
excellence in higher education within the classroom experience. As the Council of 
Undergraduate Research (CUR, 2016) notes, integrating undergraduate research in the classroom 
is one of the recognized “high-impact practices” in higher education.  
 
This panel will bring together experienced and new faculty across schools and disciplines at SU 
with extensive experience integrating research in their classroom to present the challenges, 
lessons learned, best practices, and, most importantly, the benefits and joys of involving students 
in research-based inquiry.   Panelists will include: Patti Erickson (Biology), Alison Dewald 
(Chemistry), Kristen Walton (History), John Wright and mentee (Music and Theater), Chrys 
Egan (Communication Arts), Len Arvi (Economics and Finance), Jim Forte (Social Work), 
Alexander Halperin (Mathematics and Computer Science), Carolina Bown (Modern Languages), 
Bill Burke (Information Systems), and Judi Billups (Marketing).  
 
The panelists will share insights, practices, assessment techniques, and curricular design for 
faculty seeking ideas on how to cultivate a sense of excitement and engagement in our students 
through inquiry within their disciplines and courses. The insights, which include examples, how 
to develop curricular material, and different models and methods for assessment, will provide a 
diversity of perspectives on this high-impact practice.  
 
Integrating undergraduate research in the classroom has the benefit of reaching more students, 
(where the individual faculty-student collaboration often is limited in the number of students it 
can reach) and powerfully engaging students who would not traditionally have sought out faculty 
mentorship in their higher education experience (AACU, 2016). This  practice-and insight-based 
panel discussion will provide ways of achieving positive student outcomes through integrating 
research in the classroom and give participants an opportunity to discuss how to do so in an 
interactive and discussion-based setting.  
 
  
 
 
 
 


